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George Petrides - Exhibition dossier

Sulalat al-Mustagbal - Lineage of the

Future

Six larger-than-life sculptural portraits, accompanied by documentary films and archival footage, trace a family’s journey from

Smyrna to Athens to New York.

Christos George The artist’s wife Sofia

Panayota

studio@petrides.art - www.sulala.art - October 2026

Contents
1. The exhibition at a glance

2. The six portraits
3. Host the exhibition
4. George Petrides

5. Forty permanent placements
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The exhibition at a glance

Sulalat al-Mustagbal - Lineage of the Future

What do we inherit from our families, and what do we choose to pass on?

Six sculptural portraits trace four generations through displacement, care, work and renewal, inviting visitors to consider their

own family histories.

Six portraits. Four generations. A Greek family’s story of departure, care and renewal, told through larger-than-life sculpture.

Four generations

Maria - The Root - Panayota - The Haven - Christos - The Captain ~ George - The Crucible -  The artist’s wife - The Sofia - The Light -
Grandmother Mother - Father Self-portrait Companion - Wife Daughter

The exhibition at a glance

The exhibition Available for exhibition For the host
Six contrasting faces, joined by  Six sculptures, Arabic and A gallery experience for adults

family ties. Worked surfaces and English interpretation, catalogue and families, extended through
individual gazes invite visitors to and supporting films. artist-led workshops in

move around the sculptures and portraiture and digital making.

look closely.

Selected credentials: Tiffany & Co. commissions; Davy Crockett at the Alamo accepted by the White House as a Presidential Gift in 2025. See selected public

works.

Connections with Gulf heritage

The family’s story meets the region most directly through the sea: Maria’s departure from Smyrna and Christos’s working life at
sea. Family care, respect for elders and the passing of values between generations are experiences visitors will recognise from

their own lives.

For host institutions: national vision and regional heritage references.
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Encounter a family. Consider your own.

01 - Look 02 - Discover 03 - Watch 04 - Reflect

Meet the six portraits ~ Arabic and English Optional films reveal What have you

before reading their labels introduce the family histories and the inherited, and what

stories. people behind the making process. would you pass on?
faces.

A self-paced visit, with readable bilingual text, seating and film screenings with subtitles where available.

Artist-led programme: make, discover, discuss

Three proposed activities for the artist’s workshop visit, which can run over several days.

Family portrait workshop From clay to digital sculpture Memory and inheritance

Families - 90 minutes - up to 20.  Students and adults - 90 minutes Public conversation - 60

Make a clay portrait or drawing - up to 25. Discover how hand minutes. Explore the family’s
that carries a family memory. modelling, scanning and digital ~ story with the artist and a locally
tools shape a sculpture. selected moderator.

Durations and capacities areindicative. Dates, session numbers, materials and interpretation are arranged with the host. Evaluation: attendance,
participation and optional visitor or teacher feedback.

Portraits in a shared space

Illustrative 100 Il’l2 layout

10 m

Open circulation

w of

Entry / bilingual introduction

Installation view, Campo dei Greci, Venice, 2024: an earlier outdoor
presentation of portraits from this family series, shown here as areference
for display
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1 Grandmother - 2 Mother - 3 Father - 4 Self-portrait - 5 Wife -
6 Daughter

Concept only: positions and symbols areindicative. Final plinths,
clearances, access, seating and film location depend on the siteand
technical review.

Minimum four months - minimum 100 m? - indoor or outdoor presentation

Plan secure fixings, lighting, power and sound with the venue. Outdoor siting and film equipment require appropriate

protection and technical confirmation.

The sea: departure, livelihood and belonging

The Mediterranean, the Gulf and the Red Sea share a history of lives shaped by the sea.

Departure Livelihood Connection
For Maria, the sea marked a For Christos, voyages were work: The region’s maritime heritage —
break with home and the time away from his family to the pearling and trading town of
beginning of a new life. support those at home. Al Zubarah in Qatar, Historic

Jeddah as the Red Sea gateway
to Makkah, and Khor Dubai’s
merchants’ harbour — offers
points of connection with these
stories of separation,

responsibility and return.

Maritime references: UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Al Zubarah Archaeological Site; Historic Jeddah, the Gate to Makkah; Khor Dubai (UAE Tentative List).
Family histories: George Petrides.
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The six portraits

Six portraits trace one family across a century, from Smyrna to Athens to New York.

01/ 06

Grandmother: The
Root

The family story begins with departure.
Maria left Smyrna in 1922 and rebuilt her
life in Greece. Her portrait holds the
memory of that rupture, and the work of

beginning again.

04/ 06

Self-portrait: The
Crucible

The artist places himself within the family
story. The Crucible transforms inherited
memories into a personal artistic

language.

02/ 06

Mother: The Haven

Panayota’s portrait brings the story into
the life of the next generation. The Haven
honours the care that helps a family

rebuild and endure after upheaval.

05/ 06

Wife: The
Companion

The companion is the partner with whom
a family is built. Her steady gaze conveys

presence and resolve.
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03/ 06

Father: The Caprtain

Christos’s life at sea opens the family story
to the wider world. The Captain considers
the distance, risk, and responsibility

involved in making a living across oceans.

06/ 06

Daughter: The Light

Sofia’s portrait turns towards the future.
The Light leaves the family story open: the
next generation inherits a past and

remains free to shape its future.
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Exhibition enquiries

Bring Sulala to your institution.

The six sculptures and the exhibition’s interpretive materials in Arabic and English are complete. We welcome
discussions with institutions interested in hosting Sulala. Presentation requirements, dates and responsibilities are

agreed with each venue.

Contact the studio

Host the exhibition

Lineage of the Future

Bring Sulala to your institution

Sulala brings together six completed sculptures with interpretation and films in Arabic and English. We welcome hosting

enquiries from museums and cultural institutions in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar.

Works 6 portraits

Films 7

Languages Arabic and English

Height 75-91cm

Space From 100 m?

Duration Four months minimum
Programme Opening and workshop visits
Contact studio@petrides.art

Busts 75-91 cm high and 55-60 cm in diameter, excluding bases; indoor or outdoor presentation. The programme comprises an openingyvisit by theartist

and aworkshop visit, which can run over several days, with workshops and a public conversation.

Theexhibition at aglance

Dimensions exclude display bases. The venue-specific technical scheduleis confirmed with the studio before aloan agreement.
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Grandmother Mother Father Self Daughter

What the exhibition brings

Six larger-than-life family portraits, historical films, archival footage, and interpretive texts follow a century from Smyrna to
Athens to New York. Arabic is the exhibition’s principal interpretive language; the seven films, this website, and the

downloadable introduction are also available in English.

Visitors can move around the portraits, follow the family’s history through the accompanying texts, and watch the introduction,

five portrait films and the making film. The sculpture arrangement and film-viewing area are planned together for each venue.

Space and layout

The six busts measure 75-91 cm in height and 55-60 cm in diameter, excluding display bases. The layout combines views
around each sculpture, accessible circulation, interpretive texts and a film-viewing area. Share a floor plan and photographs to

discuss an arrangement suited to your venue.

Portrait Height Maximum width Object weight Proposed plinth
(diameter) height

Grandmother: The 82cm 55cm 25 kg 110 cm

Root

Mother: The Haven 86 cm 55 cm 25 kg 110 cm

Father: The Captain 89cm 60 cm 25 kg 110 cm

Self-portrait: The 91cm 55cm 25 kg 110 cm

Crucible

Wife: The Companion 88 cm 55cm 25 kg 110cm

Daughter: The Light 75 cm 57 cm 25 kg 110 cm

Heights and widths exclude display bases. The diameter is each bust’s maximum width, so width and depth both fall within it. Each bust weighs
approximately 25 kg, and the proposed plinth height is 110 cm for all six. The venue technical scheduleis confirmed with the studio before the loan

agreement.

Installation and film presentation

Installation planning covers bases and mounting, object weights and floor loading, handling access, lighting and audiovisual

equipment. The studio and venue confirm the object and handling schedule before agreeing the loan.
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View the hosting planning checklist

The seven films and their runtimes: Introduction 1:39; Grandmother 1:05; Mother 1:00; Father 0:32; Self-portrait 1:43; Daughter
0:39; Making the work 1:34 (8 minutes 12 seconds in total). Each film exists in separate Arabic and English versions, published

on YouTube. Screening files, display format and subtitle availability are confirmed with the studio for each venue.

Transport and responsibilities

The exhibition agreement sets out packing, transport, customs, insurance, installation and deinstallation, together with the

responsibilities and costs assigned to each party.

Materials and support

Arabic and English texts and films are prepared. The bilingual exhibition brief, portrait pages and captioned web images are

available here. Artist visits, talks, education programmes and print-resolution image requests can be discussed with the studio.

Prepared now: six sculptures; Arabic and English interpretive texts; seven films in Arabic and English versions; the bilingual
exhibition brief; captioned web images. Subject to confirmation for each venue: crating and transport, catalogue printing,

print-resolution images and photographic credits.

Hosting terms

Hosting is subject to agreement on dates, the public programme, installation requirements and budget.

Minimum four months - minimum 100 m? - indoors or outdoors

Thefour-month minimum allows the openingvisit and the separate workshop visit both to fall within therun.

Two artist visits

01 - Installation and opening 02 - Workshop visit
Install the works and attend the opening. One visit, which can run over several days, for the

workshops and the public conversation.

Visit lengths, session numbers and workshop focus are arranged with the host. See the proposed workshop formats.
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Delivery and budget: travel, workshops and hosting costs

Artist fee, workshops and travel Provided on request A combined fee covering the artist’s
services, workshops, public

conversation and both visits.

Sculpture transport Arranged by the host Paid directly to the transporter, not the
artist. From Berlin to the host venue;

return to Athens.
Catalogue printing To be quoted Host cost; artist supplies the print files.

Insurance and customs To be agreed Confirm cover, costs and

responsibilities.

Installation and equipment To be agreed Handling, plinths, lighting, AV and

workshop materials.

Transport arrangements

The host may use its preferred transporter and agree costs directly.

Regional context for host institutions

The table below sets out the exhibition’s connections with Gulf heritage and with the national visions of Saudi Arabia, the

United Arab Emirates and Qatar, for use in hosting proposals.

Exhibition dossier - 9 /17



Value

Family and care

Respect for elders and ancestry

Heritage carried forward

Responsibility to future generations

Dialogue across cultures

In the exhibition

The Haven and The Companion
recognise the daily care through which a

family endures.

Maria anchors four generations. The
portraits give ancestors a visible place in

the family’s story.

The Crucible gives inherited memories a
new form. Hand modelling and digjtal
fabrication join tradition with

contemporary tools.

Sofia’s upward gaze turns to the next
generation. Recycled PETG gives

discarded material a new use.

A Greek family story, shared in Arabic
and English, invites Gulf audiences to

recognise experiences across cultures.

Cultural reference

Saudi Vision 2030 commits to
strengthening families as a foundation

of a vibrant society. [1]

UNESCO describes Gulf majlis elders as
bearers of genealogy and history,

passing knowledge to the young. [2]

Qatar National Vision 2030 calls for a
balance between modernisation and the

preservation of tradition. [3]

The UAE’s Year of the Family 2026
highlights family cohesion and the
passing of values to future generations.
[4]

Qatar National Vision 2030 supports
intercultural understanding and cultural

heritage alongside diversity. [5]

1. Saudi Vision 2030, A Vibrant Society: With Strong Foundations (vision2030.gov.sa).

2. UNESCO, Maijlis, a cultural and social space (2015). Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman and UAE.

3. Government Communications Office, Qatar National Vision 2030: Our Story, Development Opportunities.

4. Office of the UAE President, National Family Growth Agenda 2031 session, 2025 UAE Government Annual Meetings: 2026 designated the Year of the Family.

5. Government Communications Office, Qatar National Vision 2030: Social Development.

Tell us about your institution and exhibition space

Email the studio with your institution, city, proposed dates, approximate exhibition area and contact person. Include a floor plan

and photographs if available.

studio@petrides.art
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George Petrides

Lineage of the Future

Read theartist’s statement

i
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George Petrides beside Refugee-Woman of Smyrna, Neo Psychiko, Athens. An installed enlargement from his public sculpture practice; not the size of the
touring bust.

Biography

Born in Athens in 1964 and based in Athens and New York, George Petrides makes figurative sculpture for public spaces. His
portraits explore family memory, historical experience and the ways inherited stories take physical form. Sulalat al-Mustagbal

brings those concerns together in six portraits of the people closest to him.

In the artist’s words

“For the series, the highest accolade will be for people to recognize their own families in mine” — George Petrides

Education and career

Petrides studied Classics at Harvard College (B.A., 1985) and earned an M.B.A. and M.A. at Stanford University (1993). He held
senior roles at Lazard Freres and Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette. He began studying art part-time in 1996, at the Art Students
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League in New York and the Académie de la Grande Chaumiére in Paris, committed to a full-time practice in 2017, and received

a Certificate in Sculpture from the New York Studio School in 2022.

Practice

He combines traditional sculptural methods with twenty-first-century technology. Each work begins in clay, is developed
through 3D scanning and digital sculpting, fabricated in recycled material and returned to the hand for finishing, so that the
surface carries the marks of the process. Other works are cast in bronze. His subjects remain individuals, even when their

scale gives them a public presence.

Selected commissions and public work

Commissions include works for Tiffany & Co. and the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The White House accepted Davy Crockett at
the Alamo as a Presidential Gift in 2025. His public sculpture record counts forty permanent placements, completed and in
progress, across seven sectors and eight countries: fifteen outdoor and twenty-five indoor. Completed examples include

Refugee-Woman of Smyrna in Neo Psychiko, Athens, and Head of Thalia II at Tiffany & Co., The Landmark, New York.

Public art and healthcare

Six of his fifteen outdoor works are installed, or being installed, at maternity and children’s hospitals. He founded

publicart.health, a research repository on installed art in healthcare.
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Forty permanent placements

Completed and in progress - Seven sectors - Eight countries

Selected commissions and permanent placements by sector

Sector

Corporate

Educational

Government

Healthcare

Museum

Religious

Residential

Total

Outdoor

15

Indoor

4

25

Total

4

11

11

40

Countries

Canada, France, Spain, USA

Greece, [taly, USA

France, Greece, Italy,
Turkiye, USA

Greece

Greece, Tirkiye, UK, USA

Turkiye, USA

Greece

8 countries

Examples

Tiffany & Co. in Madrid, New
York, Paris, Toronto

Nightingale-Bamford
School; NKUA School of
Medicine

The White House (accepted
as a Presidential Gift, 2025);
U.S.and Greek embassies

in multiple countries

Six hospitals in Athens,

Piraeus and Crete

Museum of Byzantine
Culture (Thessaloniki); War
Museum (Athens);
Archaeological Collection

(Serifos)

Ecumenical Patriarchate;
Greek Orthodox

Archdiocese

Private residence; outdoor
sculpture visible from the

street

Completed placements and placements in progress, as of September 2026. The record combines public, institutional, corporate and private placements.
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Selected works

Tiffany & Co. - The Landmark - New York

Head of Thalia I1
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Head of ThaliaIl

For the reopening of The Landmark at 727 Fifth Avenue in
2023, Tiffany & Co., with Peter Marino, commissioned a work
for the building’s art collection. Modelled in clay from
photographs of the artist’s mother around 1950, it was cast in
bronze near ancient Thebes and given a patina recalling

Tiffany’s signature colour.

Sector Corporate

Year created 2022

Height 38cm

Max. width 43 cm

Material Blue-green patina on cast bronze
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Children’s Hospital “Aglaia Kyriakou” - Athens

Kore Il

This larger-than-life bust stands at the entrance of one of
Greece’s largest children’s hospitals, with Sofia Petrides as
the model. A variant, Kore I1I, is in the foyer of the Permanent

Mission of Greece to the United Nations.

Sector Healthcare

Year created 2024

Height 85cm

Max. width 62 cm

Status Installed 2026

Material Brass coating over resin and recycled PETG, hand-
finished

Korell
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Jefferson House - Residence of the U.S. Ambassador, Athens

Jefferson in Athens

Thomas Jefferson studied classical Greek political thought
and corresponded with Adamantios Korais of the Modern
Greek Enlightenment. Made for the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, the head draws on four period

portraits held to be among his truest likenesses.

Sector Government

Year created 2026

Height 100 cm

Max. width 100 cm

Status Installation forthcoming

Material Gold and bronze coating over hand-finished

recycled PETG

Jefferson in Athens
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Saint George Square - Neo Psychiko, Athens

Refugee—Woman of Smyrna

George Petrides with Refugee-Woman of Smyrna, Neo Psychiko, Athens

Presidential Gift - The White House, Washington

Davy Crockertt at the Alamo

Davy Crockett at the Alamo

i Refugee-Woman of Smyrna stands in Neo Psychiko, Athens.

Modelled on the sculptor’s maternal grandmother, it recalls
the catastrophe of Smyrna in September 1922 and connects a
public place with the family history at the heart of this
exhibition: the same grandmother appears here as
Grandmother: The Root.

Sector Government

Year created 2022

Height 132 cm, excluding base
Diameter 100 cm

Material

Bronze metal coating over a body of sustainable
materials

This tabletop sculpture shows Davy Crockett in the final
assault on the Alamo on 6 March 1836: frontiersman,
congressman and folk hero, among the ruined walls on a
destroyed 18-pounder cannon, holding a torch and a Bowie
knife. The White House accepted it as a Presidential Gift in
2025.

Sector Government

Year created 2025

Height 48 cm

Max. width 36cm

Status Accepted as a Presidential Gift, 2025; held by the
National Archives and Records Administration

Material

Two layers of 24K gold leaf over a hand-worked
resin body

Exhibition dossier - 17 / 17



